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NEW YORK STATE
EDUCATION LAW 4201 www.4201schools.org

Ensuring that our Blind, Deaf and 
Severely Physically Disabled Children 
Lead Independent and Fulfilled Lives

New York’s Constitution ensures 
a sound education for all of its 
children. And that commitment to 
education is supported in a special 
statute within the Education Law. 
Section 4201 provides that 
a specially designated group of 
private schools serving children 
who are deaf, blind and physically 
disabled receive public funding for 
their ongoing academic, emotional 
and social needs. In addition, the 

schools also provide extracurricular 
activities, leadership opportunities 
and mentoring. 

The Association, representing 
schools located in Erie, Monroe, 
Westchester, Bronx, Kings, Queens, 
Nassau and Suffolk counties 
supports nearly 1,500 students from 
across the state and are nationally 
recognized for their expertise and 
achievement. 

Each year, students are celebrated, 
at graduations and special events 
ranging from high school to early 
intervention programs. 

State legislators, the Education 
Department and local school 
districts know that the members 
of the association are a valuable 
resource for the children and 
families of New York.

About 4201 Schools and Our Mission

The 4201 Schools Association is comprised of 10 state-supported, 
privately operated schools across New York State. 

Who We Are

The New York Institute for 
Special Education

Henry Viscardi School St. Mary’s School for the Deaf St. Francis de Sales 
School for the Deaf

Rochester School for the Deaf Lexington School for the Deaf  St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf

Lavelle School for the Blind Cleary School for the Deaf New York School for the Deaf 

#4201MaintainToSustain

https://4201schools.org/


Thank you for your continued support of the 
health, safety & success of our 4201 School students

The 4201 School’s FY 2021-2022 State Budget Request Includes:

Continue State Support 
and Resources

The schools for the blind, deaf and severely 
physically disabled request the Legislature's 
approval of the sustained financial support 
of the 4201 Schools, included in the FY 
2021-22 Executive Budget. 

Provide Pandemic-Related 
Emergency Assistance  

The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in a number 
of unanticipated expenses, including the 
purchase of PPE to ensure the safety of 
students, their families and staff at our 
schools. 

We ask the Legislature to support the 
federally funded grant program as proposed 
in the Executive Budget, and request that:

• Funding is made accessible to our
schools for COVID-19 pandemic-related
expenses; and

• $2.25 million of available funding is
set aside specifically for the 4201
schools, many of which have remained
open for in-person instruction for a
majority of the pandemic, and have
incurred significant costs in order to
make the entire in-person classroom
experience safe.

Support Capital Expenses 
and Investments

The Executive Budget proposes making not-
for-profits and school districts eligible to 
utilize DASNY's loan, design, and construction 
services for capital projects over $5 million. 

We ask that these DASNY services be made 
accessible to our schools, which will help 
with ongoing and costly capital expenses 
and investments. 

Continued support of short-and long-term 
capital improvements will help ensure the 
health and safety of our students and staff.

Ensure Access 
to Broadband

We support the Executive Budget proposal 
to make access to broadband available to 
low-income households statewide. 

Many of the children served by 4201 schools 
need specialized hardware and software to 
access digital learning and life needs. These 
extras are often costly and students need 
training to use these devices effectively. 
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