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The 4201 Schools Association Calls for Continued Support From the State Legislature 

 
Requests Parity in Funding and Increased Support for Necessary, Long-Term Capital 

Improvement Projects at Aging Schools 
 

Leaders representing a group of specialized schools advocating for the educational needs of 
New York’s blind, deaf and severely physically disabled today provided testimony to the State 
legislature’s joint hearing on Elementary and Secondary Education.  
 
The 10 member schools, located across New York State, were represented by Bernadette 
Kappen, Ph.D. the group’s chair, and executive director of the New York Institute for Special 
Education (located in the Bronx); and Timothy Kelly, the vice chair, and superintendent of St. 
Mary’s School for the Deaf (located in Buffalo).    
 
Their testimony foreshadows the key elements of their 2019-20 advocacy agenda and a visit 
to Albany by students, families and educators scheduled for Wednesday, February 27 to ask 
state legislators and officials to continue their longstanding support of New York’s specialized 
schools. The 4201 Schools Association was formed as a result of a distinct designation in the 
State Education Law for schools that while privately operated, are publicly supported, and 
provide high quality educational opportunities to students with low incidence disabilities. 
 
Students and advocates are requesting the following: 
 
Parity in Funding 
 
The 4201 Schools Association is requesting parity in funding, or at the minimum, for a 
continuation of funding growth held at four percent in the 2019-20 Budget, totaling 
$2,524,800. The percentage growth for 4201 schools has not kept pace with the other special 
education sectors, and although the state’s support of 4201 schools has increased four times 
over the past eight years, these increases have only brought the state’s investment back to 
where it was 10 years ago.  
 
Examples of growth percentages is included below: 

GROWTH ON 10 MONTH PROGRAMS 

YEARS 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

4201 Schools $0/0% 
$2.3 million 

or 2.4% 
$2.3 million  
or 2.34% 

$2.3 million  
or $2.29% 

$2.3 million or 
2.24% 

Tuition Rate 
Methodology 

Growth 
3.8% 4% 4% 4% 3.4% 
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http://www.4201schools.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/2.6.2019-Testimony-of-the-4201-Schools-Association-State-Budget-Elementary-and-Secondary-Ed.pdf


 
Support for Critical Infrastructure Improvements 
 
The 4201 Schools Association is requesting that the cap be raised for borrowing by 
approximately $100 million to support short-and long-term capital improvements, focused on 
the health and safety of students and staff. This increase would allow 4201 schools to 
engage the Dormitory Authority and request authorization for new capital improvements at 
the schools – some of which were established more than 100 years ago. 
 
Additionally, the Association asks for your endorsement of $30 million in vital support 
included in the executive budget that specifically is intended to meet our immediate health 
and safety needs.  
 
“We are grateful for the legislature’s efforts in recent years to help our schools continue to 
provide our students with a high quality education in engaging and supportive learning 
environments on campuses across New York State,” said Dr. Bernadette Kappen, chair of 
the 4201 Schools Association. “In order for us to remain successful in providing students 
the education they deserve, we are requesting funding growth be maintained at four percent 
in the 2019-20 state budget and that the cap on borrowing be raised to $100 million. This will 
help us meet the needs of our young students, while allowing necessary health and safety 
improvement projects to move forward in our aging schools.”  
 
4201 schools have an attendance rate of approximately 85-95 percent and a graduation rate 
of nearly 100 percent. In contrast, public schools see on average, an 80.2 percent graduation 
rate, according to the New York State Department of Education.  
 
The 4201 Schools Association represents 10 schools located in Erie, Monroe, Westchester, 
Bronx, Kings, Queens, Nassau and Suffolk counties. The schools support nearly 1,500 
students from across New York and are nationally recognized for their expertise and 
achievement. Learn more at www.4201schools.org.  
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Today’s testimony can be viewed here. 
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