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New York’s Schools for Blind, Deaf and Physically Disabled Children 

Prepare to Access Technology Investments   
 

The association of schools representing New York’s deaf, blind and severely physically disabled 

students applauded the passage of the Smart Schools Bond Act of 2014. 

 

The bond act, proposed by Gov. Cuomo in January, was approved by 62 percent of New York 

state voters. The $2 billion in funding to public schools will create “21st century” classrooms and 

help students gain the technological skills they will need after graduation, the governor has said.  

 

While the Bond Act is allocated to public schools, its passage triggers a $5 million allocation 

from the 2014-15 state budget for technology improvements at special education schools across 

the state, including the 11 members of the 4201 Schools Association.  

 

“Taking advantage of technological advancements is vital to today’s classrooms and student 

success after they leave school,” said Bernadette Kappen, chairwoman of the 4201 Schools 

Association and executive director of the New York Institute for Special Education in the Bronx.  

 

In addition to accessing tablets, laptops and smartphones, technology can improve the classroom 

setting by increasing communication among teachers, students, teachers and their families.   

  

Additional benefits include expanding Wi-Fi and high-speed broadband capabilities, creating 

better professional development opportunities for teachers and administrators, and allowing for 

equal access to technology in economically disadvantaged communities.        

 

“Technology is an important communication and education tool, but it also is a safety issue for 

many of our students, who rely on special technology to warn them about safety issues, such as 

fires or evacuations,” Kappen said. “Technology provides the connection between a student and a 

teacher of the blind, deaf and physically challenged. It opens the student to a world of 

information they would otherwise not be able to access.” 

 

Over the next several months, the state will require schools seeking Smart Schools funding, or 

part of the $5 million allocated in the 2014-15 budget to submit an investment and 

implementation plan. A special review committee will consider the applications to ensure 

projects are appropriate and applicable.  

 

The 4201 Schools Association represents 11 private, state-supported schools that serve blind, 

deaf or severely physically disabled students. The “4201 schools” are so known because of the 

section of New York State Education Law (§4201) that grants their funding. Students in 4201 

schools receive a quality education in a supportive and challenging setting from teachers and 

staff with specialized training and experience. Students develop emotional, social and cognitive abilities that 

are crucial to their success. The schools also provide extracurricular activities, leadership opportunities and 

mentoring. 
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