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Education Needs Technology 

       

To The Reader's Forum: 

Direct communication is a fundamental component of teaching and learning. 

However, for children attending specialized schools across New York, the educational pathway can be dramatically 

improved by providing equal access to emerging classroom technologies. 

The 11 schools that make up New York's 4201 Schools Association serve children who are blind, deaf or severely 

physically disabled. We educate students who are often challenged by rare - or low-incidence - conditions that call 

for special education outside of the mainstream. They also require educators who have special degrees and 

experiences serving our student population. 

In recent years, technology has helped teachers open the world to their students. On Election Day, Nov. 4, New York 

voters will be asked to consider investing in the future of high-tech education by considering a statewide ballot 

referendum - the $2 billion Smart Schools Bond Act - which Governor Andrew Cuomo proposed earlier this year. 

The measure would infuse dollars into public school districts to upgrade existing technology infrastructure and 

equipment. To paraphrase the governor, the act would allow schools to create "21st century" classrooms to help 

students learn the technological skills they will need after graduation. 

St. Mary's School for the Deaf, which draws students from 47 Western New York school districts, joins the 4201 

Schools Association in supporting the bond act. If it is passed, other pockets of state funds would become available 

to our schools for technology enhancements. 

Emerging technologies are important components to a modern classroom. Many children with disabilities, whether 

cognitive, physical, or learning-related, develop skills to function independently and interact confidently with others, 

and often learn these skills using accessible technologies. 

Consider the following: 

Broadband and broadband-related technologies allow our students to overcome physical barriers, access on-demand 

instruction and improve the ability to communicate; 

Students with limited speech and mobility can use wireless keyboards with text-to-speech functionality to improve 

classroom engagement, participation and access the web; and. 

Students with low-incidence disabilities are benefited when technology hardware and access to information becomes 

the rule rather than the exception. 

At St. Mary's School for the Deaf, we believe in equitable access to exemplary education that prepares deaf students 

to be self-directed and productive lifelong learners. 

In its most simple terms, technology can provide the key link between an educator and a special education student. 

It opens the student to a world of information that would otherwise be inaccessible. 

And for us, accessibility is elementary. 

Tim Kelly 

Superintendent, St. Mary's School for the Deaf, Buffalo 


