
 

St. Mary's is All EARS This Summer. 

 

A new St. Mary's School for the Deaf program, gaining traction this summer, is yet another 

symbol of the institution's commitment to students and families. 

 

The EARS program – for Educational and Auditory Resources for Sound – an auditory education 

program, improves communication skills between deaf and hard of hearing children and their 

families. Our state of the art audiological services provide the best resources for students. EARS 

is designed to serve children from birth to five. 

 

"EARS is what's called an oral education program, where the emphasis is to use the child's 

residual hearing to teach them how to hear," said St. Mary's Principal Jane Schlau. "When you 

have hearing loss, it requires work to hear – and to listen. And so our job is to teach children that 

what they're hearing through a hearing aid, or through an implant, has meaning, and exactly what 

that meaning is. We want to help them translate that to spoken language." 

 

Jessie Holst is a speech language pathologist at St. Mary's. She works directly with students and 

their families in the EARS program. "We're here to give parents all the skills they need to be 

their child's best advocate - to be their child's primary interventionist - and to work with us to 

help their child reach their full potential." 

 

Holst explains EARS here. 

 

Dr. Schlau describes EARS in greater context here. 

 

Summer school at St. Mary's is not the dreaded prospect that many of us would recall in their 

youth. EARS, for example, is one component of a robust, creative academic program that 

focuses on language development and individual student objectives. The highly qualified staff 

facilitates language-based activities that enable students to communicate and interact with their 

peers more readily and naturally than they would at home or in their neighborhoods.  

 

The SMSD Summer Program is also a time where Common Core Learning Standards guide 

instruction to give High School students support towards meeting standardized test goals. 

 

SMSD Summer Programs are geared to inspire children to succeed. Andrea Lewis is a student 

who moved to Western New York from North Carolina more than seven years ago. In that time 

she has thrived in three sports - track, volleyball and basketball - and has selected a career path, 

culinary arts, she said. 

 

"I love it here. I love science, cooking class, gym, and athletics were fun," Lewis said through an 

American Sign Language interpreter. "In the fall I plan to live here on campus to take part in the 

culinary arts program. I would like to work in a restaurant,' she added, citing her experience 

working at the campus café. 

 

Lewis' experience is the type of outcomes one can expect at the "language-rich environment" at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zkKPdlkSgHY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miFalON6bVc&feature=youtu.be


St. Mary's. 

 

"Socialization, recreation and education are important pieces of any education," said 

Superintendent Tim Kelly, whose school serves eight Western New York Counties. "We have 

residential programs, so St. Mary's is actually home for many of our students. When school is 

also your home, it's our duty and obligation to serve the entire child - the entire student. It's a 

Child First environment." 

 

 


