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4201 SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION PLEDGES SUPPORT FOR THE  

ANNE SULLIVAN MACY ACT  

Proposed Legislation would improve services and educational opportunities for 

students with visual disabilities.  

  

The 4201 Schools Association today announced its endorsement of a proposed bill 

that would improve educational programs and services for the nation’s blind and 

low-vision students. 

 

The association, which represents 11 special-education schools serving New York 

State’s blind, deaf and severely disabled children, is asking the public to join its 

members and take action in support of the Anne Sullivan Macy Act.  

 

The act would help ensure higher-quality education and services, increase program 

and individual accountability, and establish national standards while improving 

research, professional development and instructional methodologies, according to the 

American Foundation for the Blind.  

 

Anne Sullivan Macy (1866-1936) was an educator who became best known for her 

trailblazing work with Helen Keller, who became a college graduate, author and 

activist despite being born deaf and blind. She was given the moniker, “miracle 

worker” by Mark Twain.  

 

“We’ve come a long way since believing educating children with disabilities was 

considered a miracle,” said Bernadette Kappen, Ph.D., executive director of the New 

York Institute for Special Education. “And we have more work to do to help ensure 

that low-vision and blind students are given the best possible education, and that our 

national protocols and practices are leading to the highest achievable outcomes. The 

Anne Sullivan Macy Act will help us get there.”  

  

The 4201 Schools Association includes two schools specializing in the education of 

blind and low-vision children: Lavelle School for the Blind and The New York 

Institute for Special Education. 

 

To learn more about how you can have a student’s educational needs evaluated, 

please contact one of our member schools, or visit us on the web: 

http://4201schoolsassociation.wordpress.com.  

 

Follow us on Twitter @4201schools. 
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